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Initially, the television show The Good Place appears to be a show about ethics – what makes actions 

right or wrong, good or bad. After all, one of the main characters is a philosopher of ethics, and the 

setting of the show is an afterlife in which humans are judged (on a point system) based on how 

good they were when they were alive. But morality is only focus of The Good Place. In its first three 

season, viewers of the show must contend with other weighty questions, like what makes human life 

meaningful (if it even can be meaningful), and is the universe a just and fair place?  

To think through these questions, the residents of The Good Place are introduced to a wide range of 

great philosophers and classical philosophical readings. In PHIL 328, we will read some of these 

same texts, and grapple with these same questions. To be clear, this isn’t a class about a television 

show so much as a class about interesting philosophers and great philosophical ideas and books, 

using The Good Place as the touchstone for discussion. 

The first part of the class will deal with approaches to ethics beyond the usual utilitarians and 

Immanuel Kant. We will read philosophers like Aristotle, David Hume, and T. M. Scanlon (author 

of pivotal Good Place season 1 book What We Owe to Each Other), and discuss philosophical thought 

experiments like the trolley problem.  

In the second part of the class, we will turn our attention to the meaningful life, and challenges to it 

such as nihilism and existential despair. Philosophical readings from this portion of class will include 

Jean-Paul Sartre’s No Exit, Søren Kierkegaard’s Fear and Trembling, and Nietzsche’s madman. Time 

permitting, we may further explore the writings of philosophers like Camus or Lao Tzu, or topics 

like the nature of death, free will, or what exactly is Janet? 


