
General Studies Student Learning Outcome  

Self and Cultural Awareness: Upon completion of the General Studies program at WLU, students will reflect objectively on the human condition through 

investigation, appreciation, and evaluation of the products, perceptions, expressions, and interrelationships of various cultures.  

 

Self and Cultural Awareness Rubric  

West Liberty University faculty members developed the Self and Cultural Awareness Rubric. Faculty members from the College of Arts and Communication, the 

College of Education and Human Performance, and the College of Liberal Arts contributed to its construction. The individuals who participated in the construction 

of the rubric teach courses listed under the Self and Cultural Awareness General Studies Student Learning Outcome. They designed the rubric to help instructors 

teaching Self and Cultural Awareness courses in assessment of student learning. Assessment of student learning facilitates course revision and improvement, not 

grading. Grading constitutes an evaluation of student performance and is outside the domain of assessment. Assessment involves the collection of data to make 

informed decisions about course revision and improvement in order to enhance student learning (Walvoord, 2010). The instructors who generate data from this 

rubric support the goals of the General Studies Program by providing data to the General Studies Assessment Committee (GSAC). The data is not used to 

evaluate any specific instructor or academic program beyond General Studies.   

 

Framing Language 

The General Studies Program at West Liberty University “promotes student success by providing undergraduates with the knowledge and skills needed to become 

successful graduates, critical thinkers, and lifelong learners” (West Liberty University, 2018, p. 47). The Self and Cultural Awareness Student Learning Outcome 

promotes the stated goals of the General Studies Program by reinforcing objective reflection on the human condition. While objective reflection on the human 

condition manifests itself in a variety of ways, the Self and Cultural Awareness Rubric is an assessment instrument which measures the student’s skills in the 

following dimensions of objective reflection on the human condition. 

 

A student who objectively reflects on the human condition: 1) adopts multiple perspectives, including theories; 2) recognizes the role of cultural products; 3) 

understands the complexity and interdependence of cultural systems; 4) understands and appreciates multiple languages; 5) understands the impact of his or her 

beliefs and/or behavior; 6) develops appropriate strategies for improving quality of life grounded in knowledge of self and culture; 7) understands the human 

condition in historical context; 8) understands and appreciates creative thought by reflecting on his or her own creative practices.  

 

Instructions 

Unlike other rubrics developed for assessing General Studies Student Learning Outcomes, the Self and Cultural Awareness Rubric is a minimal rubric. A minimal 

rubric merely states the qualities faculty members look for in an assessed student project (Walvoord & Anderson, 2010). The faculty members responsible for 

designing the rubric believe a minimal rubric is the best option given the variety of courses listed under the Self and Cultural Awareness Student Learning 

Outcome. While the rubric might undermine consistency in scoring, they believe it is an instrument that is usable across disciplines. GSAC encourages those 

teaching Self and Cultural Awareness courses within a particular discipline to collaborate to ensure consistent scoring for a given course GS Course. This 

collaboration may include developing specific descriptions of what constitutes performance at each level, although this is not required. For example, instructors 

teaching GEO 205 might collaborate to determine Advanced performance for each criteria and so on and hold norming sessions within the discipline to check for 

consistent scoring. Following each criteria of self and cultural awareness is a brief description of the criteria. Using your professional judgment, assess the 

student’s performance with this description in mind. You might also find it helpful to construct assessed assignments with these criteria in mind. As determined by 

the GSAC, you should assess a minimum of four criteria listed in the rubric throughout the semester. You may assess a single assignment or multiple 

assignments, but by the end of the semester, you should assess each student utilizing a minimum of four of the eight criteria.   

 

 



Criteria Advanced Proficient  Adequate Limited Inadequate Not Applicable 

Adopts Multiple Perspectives: Adopts multiple perspectives 
and/or theories to explain their own beliefs and behavior as well as 
the beliefs and behavior of others. 

      

Recognizes the Role of Cultural Products: Demonstrates 
knowledge of the way in which ideas, stories, art, architecture, 
tools, and social/political institutions emerge from particular cultures 
and how those products reflect the nature of the culture from which 
they emerge. 

      

Understands Cultural Systems: Demonstrates how cultural 
(individual, group, social, political, and/or economic) systems are 
both formed and influenced by human and natural changes. This 
includes knowledge of how these systems are altered and of how 
people can alter them (AAC&U, 2014).   

      

Understands and Appreciates Multiple Languages: Articulates 
the benefits of being multilingual. Demonstrates measurable gains 
in second language proficiency (speaking, reading, writing and/or 
listening). Demonstrates metalinguistic knowledge of a second 
language and articulates comparisons between second language 
and native language.  

      

Understands Impact of His or Her Beliefs and Behavior: 
Explains the way in which his or her beliefs and/or behavior impact 
the social world and the ways in which the social world impacts his 
or her own behavior and/or beliefs. 

      

Develops Strategies for Improving Quality of Life: Develops  
reasonable, cogent, and culturally-aware strategies to improve the 
quality his or her own life and the lives of others. 

      

Understands the Human Condition in Historical Context: 
Demonstrates knowledge of histories and demonstrates 
understanding of how histories have impacted relationships among 
groups. 

      

Creative Self-Awareness: Recognizes the products, perceptions, 
and expressions influencing his or her own creative thought.  
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